
1.Will opens the book with the words, “My father is a far-thinking
man” (p. 1). By the end, he describes himself using those same
words but “with different dreams” (p. 190). What do you think
Will means by “far-thinking”? How are Will’s dreams different
than those of Father? How are Father’s different than
Grandpa’s? What does one generation pass on to the next?

2. Will and his family face a number of scary situations on their
race to Oklahoma. What does it mean to be afraid? What does it
mean to be brave? What does it mean to survive?

3. Will notes that "reading is something I can do that Father and
Grandpa can’t" (p. 31). How does Will’s ability to read help him?
Why do words, language, and stories matter?

4. Caesar and Father are both role models for Will. How are
they different? What does Will learn from each of them?

5. Caesar tells Will that “a war won doesn’t necessarily change
people’s minds, hearts. Hate doesn’t disappear” (p. 73). What do
you think Caesar means by this? How can you change minds
and hearts?

6. Father keeps secrets from Will. Are secrets always a bad
thing? Can you ever know everything about another person?

7. Will maintains a close relationship with both Belle and
Midnight. How do animals and nature help and hinder Will? Why
is it important to respect nature?

8. On his journey, Will encounters conflict and violence in
different forms. Do you think violence can solve problems? How
do characters’ choices create or diffuse conflict?

9. After his adventures, Will insists that "the boy in me is done"
(p. 169). Why does he think that? Is he right? What do you think
makes the difference between a child and an adult?

10. In the Afterword, Jewell Parker Rhodes asks "Is land to be
enjoyed and cared for by all? Should it be owned? By the few?
the many? Is land a prerequisite for power and wealth? Or a
necessary refuge for a family, a community? A home?" (p. 194-
5). How do Will and the members of his family think about land,
home, and freedom? What do you think?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:


